
 

 

May 2022 

Dear FACTA colleagues,  

What a celebration of toxicology we’ve just had in Brisbane! 
Although we haven’t been able to meet in person for a few 
years, it’s clear there has been a lot of great work happening 
behind the scenes – and this was showcased at our 2022 
meeting. Thankyou to our industry sponsors for supporting this 
meeting, and to ICMS, our conference organising partners, 
who take care of the administrative work so that we can focus 
on the science!   
 

We heard about new drug trends (including New Psychoactive 
Substances – a lot of benzodiazepines!), curious case studies, 
and developments in technology that will help us all to do our 
work better. The Emerging Drugs Network of Australia (EDNA) 
initiative is producing some very interesting data and I expect 
we will be hearing a lot more about it in years to come. It is 
great to see more of our colleagues from the medical side 
getting involved in FACTA meetings – these collaborations are 
so important and I encourage you all to continue finding new 
ways to work together.   
 

The keynote speakers were excellent and challenged us to 
think about our work from new perspectives: whether it was 
Prof Thomas Kraemer talking about machine learning, or A/
Prof Vicki Kotsirilos talking about medicinal cannabis – it’s clear 
there is no shortage of opportunities for new and exciting re-
search in our field.   
 

The 4 FACTA committees have been working hard over the last 
2 years and each presented a summary of their progress. The 
Pill Testing Committee and Hair Drug Testing Committee now 
have best practice guidelines drafted and these will be availa-
ble for members to make comment very soon.   
A new FACTA board was elected at the AGM, and we are excit-
ed to continue the great work of the previous board. In partic-
ular I’d like to welcome new board members Naren Gunja and 
Amanda Thompson, and to thank outgoing board members 
Dimitri Gerostamoulos and Shanlin Fu for their hard work on 
behalf of FACTA over many years.   
 
Our next meeting will be in Hobart in 2024 – stay tuned for 
more details in the months ahead – and of course we are also 
planning for the TIAFT meeting in Auckland in 2025! I am look-
ing forward to serving you as FACTA president and working 
with you to advance toxicology in our part of the world.   

 Tim Scott, FACTA President  

President | Tim Scott (SA)  

Vice President | Jennifer Schumann (VIC)  

Treasurer | Michaela Kenneally (SA)  

Secretary | Matthew Hosking (NZ) 

Naren Gunja (NSW) 

Amanda Thompson (QLD) 

Thank you Dimitri and Shanlin 
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At the Brisbane meeting, we said hello to a new FACTA Board and 

farewell to two of our long-serving board members, Associate 

Professor Dimitri Gerostamoulos and Professor Shanlin Fu. Dimi-

tri was a founding member of FACTA in 2009, appointed as Vice 

President in 2010 and President in 2016. Shanlin also joined FAC-

TA as a member in 2009 and was appointed to the board in 2013, 

followed by Vice President in 2016. 

Dimitri is currently the Head of Forensic Science and Chief Toxi-

cologist at the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine (VIFM) 

and has been involved in the analysis of drugs and poisons, and 

the interpretation of their biological effects for over 30 years. He 

has published 110 peer reviewed scientific papers in journals, 

book chapters and monographs, and given evidence in over 160 

cases in the Supreme Court, County Court, Committal proceed-

ings at Magistrates Court and at Coronial Inquests. He is Presi-

dent of the International Association of Forensic Toxicologists 

(TIAFT), a member of the Australian and New Zealand Forensic 

Science Society (ANZFSS), the Society of Forensic Toxicologists 

(SOFT) and the Society of Hair Testing (SOHT). He was also Toxi-

cology Chair for the Specialist Advisory Group in Toxicology at the 

National Institute of Forensic Science. Dimitri is a technical asses-

sor for the National Association of Testing Authorities, Australia 

(NATA) in Forensic Science and the nominated toxicology expert 

for Forensic Science Accreditation Advisory Committee (FSAAC). 

Shanlin currently heads the Drugs and Toxicology Research 

Group at the University of Technology Sydney (UTS) with an ac-

tive research portfolio supported by over $10 million in competi-

tive research grant funding from the Australian Research Council 

(ARC), the National Health and Medical Research Council 

(NHMRC), and other national and international funding schemes. 

He is a dedicated educator and researcher in the area of forensic 

toxicology evidenced by his  supervision of over 100 honours and 

PhD students, many of which have entered roles within forensic  

toxicology including some in pivotal leadership roles. He has au-

thored 130 high-quality peer-reviewed scientific papers with three 

patents on in-field detection of illicit substances, one of which has 

gone on to be a commercial product. Shanlin is a member of both 

TIAFT and ANZFSS in addition to being an Editorial Board Member 

for the Journal of Forensic Investigation and a Guest Editor for Fron-

tiers in Chemistry. 

Both Dimitri and Shanlin served as members of the Oral Fluid Tech-

nical Committee (AS 4760) as well as being NATA assessors for 

Medical Testing Laboratories (AS 4308). During their time on the 

FACTA board, Dimitri and Shanlin were instrumental in establishing 

travel grants and the Olaf Drummer Education award to support 

members in travel overseas for conferences and laboratory visits.  

They also instigated the FACTA subcommittees to provide guide-

lines for the analysis of novel psychoactive substances, drug check-

ing, drug facilitated assault, and hair testing. They were on the 

board and organising committee behind the fantastic FACTA 

meetings and workshops attended by the membership over the 

years, with Dimitri contributing to all 12 FACTA meetings since 

2009, including the joint meeting with TIAFT in Brisbane, 2016, and 

the four joint meetings and workshops with the biennial ANZFSS 

symposia in Sydney (2010), Hobart (2012), Adelaide (2014) and 

Perth (2018).  

Due to their active research portfolios, there is seldom a FACTA 

meeting without several presentations from Shanlin and Dimitri’s 

colleagues and research students, both past and present. While 

they may be stepping down from the FACTA board, Dimitri and 

Shanlin will both maintain a strong presence within the association 

as the Chairs of the New Psychoactive Substance and the Drug Facil-

itated Crime Committees, respectively.  

The membership is grateful to them for all their hard work for the 

association over the years and wish them both well in this next 

chapter! 

Outgoing FACTA Board members: President Associate Professor Dimitri 

Gerostamoulos and Vice President Professor Shanlin Fu 

Jennifer Schumann  (VIC) & Daniel Pasin (NSW) 
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Here at FACTA News we are always looking for fresh 

new content and decided to trial the addition of a 

member profiles section to the newsletter. We thought 

who better to start with than someone  who  was not 

only our Principal Sponsor for the recent Brisbane 

meeting but has been an integral supporter of the or-

ganisation since its inception in 2010, PM Separations 

co-founder and CEO Michael Rennie. 

When did you decide to branch out into NZ and 

the Asia Pacific region?  

For many years we supplied NZ from our Brisbane 

office, and the focus was clinical testing labs, but 

as our reputation grew, we decided that it was im-

portant to establish PM Separations NZ, and sup-

port our clients base directly from NZ.  Helene and 

Rachel provide support to our New Zealand clients 

and are based on the Ruakura Campus in Hamil-

ton.  It was Mike Telepchak from UCT that first 

floated the idea of us taking the step into Asia. 

Mike said that the service that PM Separations 

provided and the focus we applied to his range 

would be successful in the region. We “tested the 

waters” in HK and have expanded that to Taiwan, 

Korea, Japan, Singapore, Thailand and the Philip-

pines. I have enjoyed visiting labs in the region and 

introducing more of our products.  

Member Profile 

Michael Rennie | PM Separations 

PM Separations was started in 2002. Can you tell us a 

bit about your background prior to this, and what led 

you to start your own company?  

I started in sales of medical products in 1985, my brother 

and I had a distribution company, very similar to PM Sep-

arations in Adelaide, which was a great introduction to 

the industry. The business was sold in 1995 and then I 

had similar roles working for companies in Adelaide. My 

last position was for a large corporate, that despite hav-

ing great products, was unable to back this with client 

service, which I think is so important to be successful, so 

in 2002, I decided the time was right to start PM Separa-

tions, with a view to providing quality products with 

great service.  

PM Separations are based in Brisbane, but you have 

staff in a few locations now. How many staff does PM 

Sep have today and where are they based?  

PM Separations currently has 9 staff in Brisbane office, 

Dinah is based in Perth, Monique is in Adelaide and 

Tamyka is in Wagga Wagga. So, there are 12 of us, with a 

new QAP manager to be appointed soon.  
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Michael at FACTA 2019 and Michael and Monique at FACTA 2022  

(photos by Eric Teoh) 



 

 

PM Separations has been a valued supporter of 

FACTA since the beginning. How did you get in-

volved in FACTA? What interested you in this or-

ganisation in particular?  

It is a bit of a story, but I attended my first TIAFT 

meeting in 2003 and was amazed at the quality of 

the presentations and the general feeling amongst 

the attendees. I then attended a SOFT/TIAFT con-

ference in Washington and this made me think that 

we were lacking a local meeting that crossed over 

from Forensics to work place, but at that stage no 

one knew PM Separations and no one knew Mi-

chael Rennie or Patricia Vazquez so the timing was-

n’t right to speak up. So, when the idea was floated 

to have a local meeting, we were behind it 100%. 

The other part of the story is that we said from the 

beginning of business, that we would always give 

back to the industry that has supported us and help 

us find our way, so when FACTA was proposed we 

were immediately committed. I do remember Irene 

Kourtis saying that the first company to respond to 

her for support was PM Separations. We are proud 

to be able to support FACTA and we have also en-

couraged our supply partners to support the 

meeting as well, so this year not only are PM Sepa-

rations supporting FACTA but so are Chiron, UCT 

and KURA. This is an indication of the importance 

of the meeting to our supply partners as well 

 

Given that your company supports several different 

analytical disciplines aside from toxicology, what prod-

ucts and technologies do you think could prove useful 

to both the forensic and clinical labs?  

There is a lot of synergy across all the disciplines with 

regards to analysis. The samples might vary and the an-

alytes are different, but whether it is immunosuppres-

sants from whole blood, or pesticides from water sam-

ples, we are positioned to support any application with 

extraction products, analytical columns, standards, 

Quality control, vials and caps and chemicals. In fact, 

PM Separations has a product for most steps in the ana-

lytical process, and this is why we are the total solutions 

partner for testing laboratories. 

How have changes in technology over the years 

changed the types of products and services you offer?  

I can say that the biggest change we have seen in the 20 

years has been the explosion in the use of LC/MS. When 

we first started, GC/MS dominated the market and as 

such the need for sample prep and derivatising reagents 

was very high, but as we moved more and more into 

LC/MS we saw the need to introduce LC/MS analytical 

columns and standards. As instruments have become 

more and more sensitive, we have seen the need for 

very pure solvents and chemicals. One aspect of LC/MS 

columns that I have seen exposed, is that with less sam-

ple prep, many columns suffer from shorter column life. 
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The PM Separations office in 2002 (left) and 2006 (right) 
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How has the pandemic, especially supply chain is-

sues, affected your business and how were you 

able to adapt to a changing market?  

It is very fair to say that this is one of the main 

questions that I have been asked since March 2020 

when COVID became a reality. One of the ad-

vantages of being small, is that you can be nimble 

and change direction very quickly, and this was very 

true for us. COVID allowed us the chance to review 

our processes, it made us look at how we interacted 

with our supply partners and how we could respond 

quickly to the changing landscape. COVID did really 

highlight the quality and commitment of staff at PM 

Separations, nothing was too difficult for us, and we 

were able to help out labs that had been let down 

by the large multinationals. We also reviewed the 

way and frequency of how we communicated with 

labs, and kept them up to date regarding lead 

times. For some of the products for example Sol-

vents and general chemicals, where we are not a 

dominant force, we positioned ourselves as the IGA 

of solvent and general chemical supply, we are not 

the cheapest, but if you need something in a hurry, 

we will either have it in stock or airfreight the prod-

uct in. We understand that when the supply chain 

opens up again, the client will go back to the larger 

company, but we will also be there supporting labs 

with outstanding customer service. 

FACTA News | May 2022 

We hope you have enjoyed our new member pro-

file. If you would like to nominate someone or even 

yourself for the next member profile, or if you 

would like to contribute an article to the newsletter, 

please email us at  secretary@facta.org.au 

We’ve all missed face-to-face interactions in recent 

years. How important to you is it to be able to start 

meeting in person again?  

It is very important to us. I do think that Teams/

Zoom have their place, but nothing beats being able 

to talk to someone or a group of people face to face. 

I think the human aspect of our business has been a 

real key to our success, and I love being invited into 

labs to chat about many things and occasionally chat 

about work. 

Outside of work, what are your interests and how 

do you like to spend your free time?  

Mmmmmm I turned 60 on February and have con-

stantly been asked when I am going to retire... I real-

ise that a very important part of my life is work and I 

consider work as a hobby in many ways. On my free 

time, however I like spending time with friends and 

family, exercise and train regularly and relax at home 

with a good murder mystery or footy. A lot of my 

free time is taken up thinking how we can get better 

as a company. 

PM Separations in 2022 

http://www.facta.org.au
mailto:'secretary@facta.org.au'
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Best Presentation and Best Poster FACTA 2022 

The award for best presentation at FACTA 2022, Brisbane 

went to Susan Britza from The University of Adelaide for 

her talk entitled “In vitro demonstration of herbal exacer-

bation of paracetamol-induced hepatotoxicity”. The Best 

Poster went to Glen Buchanan from Queensland Health 

Forensic & Scientific Services for “The identification of two 

synthetic opioids 2-methyl-AP-237 and AP-238 in coronial 

investigations”. Congratulations Susan and Glen! 

The Olaf Drummer  

Education Award 

Named after our inaugural president,  The Olaf Drummer Edu-

cation Award is open to all FACTA members to enable travel to 

an international scientific meeting as well as visits to other rele-

vant laboratories or organisations. Due to COVID related travel 

restrictions, the 2020 award winner Stephen Trobbiani from 

Forensic Science South Australia will travel to TIAFT in Versailles 

later this year as well as visiting a laboratory in Sweden.  

The 2022 Olaf Drummer Award goes to Rebekka Syrjanen from 

Monash University. Rebekka plans to attend TIAFT in Rome in 

2023,  TAPNA 2023 in Australia and also visit the European Drug 

Emergencies Network (Euro-DEN) in London and the UNODC in 

Vienna.  

Safe travels Stephen and Rebekka, and we look forward to 

reading your reports in later editions of FACTA News. 

If you want to apply for this award please see the website for 

details www.facta.org.au/olaf-drummer-education-award/ 

Photos by Eric 

Teoh  

https://www.facta.org.au/olaf-drummer-education-award/

